NCBSA 2010 Travel Baseball Policy Supplement V1


NCBSA U9 TO U11 TRAVEL BASEBALL

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS:

The following attempts to address a number of questions that we have been getting about the New Castle Baseball and Softball (NCBSA) Travel Baseball Program.  Prior to reviewing this FAQ we would ask you to review the Travel Baseball Policy Statement as a starting point as it also addresses a number of the inquiries that we have received.  We will also be speaking with parents the night of the Hardball Tryouts about each of the programs, commitments, expectations etc. in each age group.  If you have a questions that needs a more timely answer prior to the tryout please call David Katz at 914 980 0003.

1) How do I determine the appropriate age group for my child in the upcoming 2010 season?

A:  
Your child’s age on April 30 determines his age group.  If he is 9 years old or younger as of April 30 2010, he is a U9 player for THE REMAINDER of 2010, including Spring, Summer and Fall baseball.  So your child’s age during the actual season is NOT RELEVANT, just his age on April 30, 2010.

2) Do you have to be signed up and play Rec to be eligible for Travel?

A:  Yes the NCBSA requires that players must sign up for and FULLY PARTICIPATE in the Rec baseball program to be eligible to play on any travel teams.  Sporadic attendance at Rec practices and games could negatively impact your child’s ability to continue to participate in the travel program going forward.

3) What is a reasonable expectation for those trying out for Spring, Summer and Fall?

Generally, the tryouts for all age groups are competitive and, in particular for divisions where we will only be fielding 1 team, we expect a significant number of players will not make each team.
A: 
Spring:  we will only be creating 1 team per age group (U9, U10, U11).  Roster sizes will generally be limited to 11 or 12 players.  As we expect a lot of people to tryout, there are a number of players in each age group that probably won’t be given a spot on the team.  Per league rules in the U9 group, 9 year olds get preference over 8 year olds, so it is very possible  that a large percentage of 8 year olds will not make the Spring team.  
B: Summer: the same guidelines apply, however there will probably be more than one team and a number of 8 year olds might make the team (9 year olds get preference again). You must be 8 to tryout.  
     In 2009 we did have a U8 team, we will consider this in 2010.  

4) For Spring Travel what is a reasonable expectation for 3rd Graders who try out?

A)

The field for the U9 team appears to be quite competitive and there is a good likelihood that there will be many 9 year old 4th graders who will be trying out.  Therefore, we only expect that a few of the strongest 3rd graders would make the Spring team.  The expectation is that little or no 8 year old 3rd graders will make the Spring team.

5) Can second graders who are 8 years old as of April 30th  tryout for Spring Summer or Fall Travel baseball?  And can 8 year olds who are in 3rd grade make teams.

A:
The travel program is intended to start in 3rd grade.  

2nd graders will not be considered for the Spring Travel team and should not tryout for Spring Travel .

B: For Summer the same guidelines apply, however there will probably be more than one team and a number of 8 year olds who are in third grade might make the team (9 year olds get preference).  On very rare occasions an 8 year old 2nd grader might be considered for the team.   You must be 8 to tryout.

For Fall the same guidelines apply, however there will probably be more than one team and a number of 8 year olds might make the team (9 year olds get preference).  In 2009 we did have a U8 team, we will consider this in 2010.  On very rare occasions an 8 year old 2nd grader might be considered for the team.  Generally this might be 1 player per season.  You must be 8 to tryout

6) Can my child player Spring and Summer Travel baseball.

A:
The Spring and Summer teams are separate and distinct teams.  The summer travel teams will start weekly team practices during the Spring. The Spring program is for those kids who are not around for the summer and cannot have a Travel Experience.  As such, players on the Summer team are not eligible to play on the Spring Team and vice versa.

7) What about Fall Travel Baseball?

A: 
Summer Travel teams generally continue into the fall.  For all others (those playing Spring or who tried out for Spring) or who just want to play Fall Baseball, there will be a separate tryout in early to mid June.  People who tried out for Spring baseball will have to participate in the outdoor fall Travel baseball tryout in June.

8) What is the time commitment?

A:  For Spring travel the coach might have a practice during the week or on Saturday.  Games are played as double headers every Sunday, and the season generally tracks the dates of the Rec baseball season.  We would recommend that you refrain from playing if you have other Sunday afternoon conflicts.
B:
For Summer travel the season start around the time school ends and continues to Mid August.  Games are Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday (sometimes Sundays) and the coach will set one day for practice.  A particular day is usually set and can be weekday or weekend and is determined by coach.  In addition the Summer travel program will start with weekly practices (later afternoon or early evening Sundays about the same time as the Rec baseball season begins.  For those participating in Summer Travel you must plan on being around the whole summer during the season and should not plan on taking a family vacation or going away to one week or two week sleep away camps during the season as well.  While we understand that this is a significant commitment, the kids generally have a great summer and it is important for the team and all players that all players are around for the whole season.  If you cannot make this commitment, we would ask that you not plan on participating in the Summer program.
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