NCBSA 2009 Travel Baseball Policy


NCBSA Travel Baseball –Ages 12 and Under
Objectives of the Summer Program
· The primary objective is to provide the opportunity for qualified baseball players to participate in a competitive travel team program.  Travel teams generally play in the Westchester Putnam Baseball Association (WPBA), and/or the Westchester Baseball Association (WBA), and also may participate in regional tournaments and other travel team leagues. 

· When practicable, taking into account roster sizes and player capabilities, the NCBSA will seek to field additional teams to enable as many qualified players as possible to play on a summer travel team. 

Additional Points:

· All travel teams will be formed to adhere to the WPBA age appropriate rules – i.e., the age a player becomes during the period of May1 to April 30.  No players can “play down”.  In special situations, an exception may be made for a player with advanced baseball skills to “play up” an age level.  Permission for playing up can only be granted by the NCBSA Summer Committee and will generally be limited to situations where there are open roster spots for the team at the next age level, thus allowing more players to participate in the Summer travel program.  If a decision is made to allow a player to "play-up" it is for that season only and all future determinations will be made on a season-to-season basis
· All Travel Baseball Players must actively participate in the New Castle Spring Recreation Baseball Program and attend substantially all scheduled recreation league games, unless unable to due to sickness or injury or other excused absence.

· Participation in the travel program requires player commitment for the entire summer season -- usually mid June through the first week in August.  This means player attendance at all games, including availability at the beginning and end of the season, unless due to sickness or injury or other excused absence (such as weddings and religious ceremonies).  In June, one game is scheduled each weekend.  In July three games are usually scheduled each week: two during the week, one on the weekend.  All rained out games must be played before the end of the season.  Once the season starts Travel baseball can be as much as a 5 or 6 day a week commitment.  

· In the event that a player quits the team mid season (without cause) or a player misses an unexcused portion of the travel season due to a family vacation or camp, a player may be disqualified from obtaining a position on future rosters.

·  Most of the costs of each summer travel team are paid directly by the team members.  These costs include league entry fees, umpire fees, uniform costs and, if applicable, costs of any paid trainers or non-parent paid coaches.  In addition, the costs for 12U Summer travel teams typically include the expenses of participating in the Cooperstown or Oneonta tournaments mentioned below.

· While Summer Travel Baseball is a summer program, various age groups and teams will begin practicing during the Spring season on Sundays.  This will include weekly practices, scrimmages against other teams and participation in Tournaments.  The Spring pre-season work outs are not mandatory for summer participation; however it is very helpful in getting the kids to work and play together and to get ready for the upcoming season.

9s 
· Children 9 and under are eligible to tryout. 

· Priority will be given to 9 year olds.  WPBA rules limit the number of 8-years olds that can play on a team, and dictate that no 8-year old can take a roster position from a 9-year old.

· Any 8-year olds on a 9U team roster will play at the 9U level again the following Summer.

· If there is a sufficient number of qualified players at this age level to form more than one 9U team, players will be distributed among the teams to balance talent equally.

· Playing time and positioning are left to the coach’s discretion, with the only requirement at this age group that each player play in the field at least 2 consecutive innings and has at least 1 at bat each game.  The exception to this is when the team is behind by more than 10 runs in less than 4 innings (this is called getting run-ruled) the game can be called early and a player might not get in the game at all as it’s an unexpected shortened game. 

· Playing time is primarily determined by the strength of the players and the ongoing contribution to the team.  Coaches have the discretion to try to play as competitive a team as possible (trying to play strongest line up and attempting to win).  Therefore coaches are within their discretion to play the strongest players more and often playing them the full games while playing the developing players for part of the game.  As the roster might include 10 to 14 players, this might result in a lot of partial play time for a number of developing players.   It is very possible that developing players will play 2 to 3 innings for many or most of the games.

· Coaches have the discretion to develop players in specific positions in the field that meet their current skill level and maximize their contribution to the team.  This is very different from the Recreation league, which tries to play all players in all positions and for equal playing time.  

10s
· If there are sufficient numbers of qualified players, the NCBSA will seek to form more than one team at this age level.   If there is more than one 10U team, the NCBSA Summer Committee will determine whether to create “A” and “B” teams based on playing ability or equal weight teams for this age group.
· Playing time and positioning are left to the coach’s discretion, with the only requirement at this age group that each player play in the field at least 2 consecutive innings each game and has at least 1 at bat each game.  (Please see U9 section for additional color on play time and positioning).
· At least one team will play in the WPBA.  If there are two or more teams, then depending upon the overall skill level of the team, the team will play in the WPBA or WBA league.
11s

· If there are sufficient numbers of qualified players, the NCBSA will seek to form more than one team at this age level.  If there is more than one 11U team, players will be allocated by talent and placed onto “A” and “B” teams.

· Playing time and positioning are left to the coach’s discretion, with the only requirement at this age group that each player play in the field at least 2 consecutive innings and has at least 1 at bat each game.  (Please see U9 section for additional color on play time and positioning).
· At least one team will play in the WPBA.  If there are two or more teams, then depending upon the overall skill level of the team, the team will play in the WPBA or WBA league.
12s

· If there are sufficient numbers of qualified players, the NCBSA will seek to form more than one team at this age level.  If there is more than one 12U team, players will be allocated by talent and placed onto “A” and “B” teams. 

· 12U Summer teams typically participate in a weeklong national tournament in Cooperstown or Oneonta. 

· Playing time and positioning are left solely to the coach’s discretion, with there being no minimum playing time requirements for this age group. 
· At least one team will play in the WPBA.  If there are two or more teams, then depending upon the overall skill level of the team, the team will play in the WPBA or WBA league.
Fall Baseball

· Fall baseball is an extension of the Summer Program and provides players with an opportunity to continue to play competitive baseball during the early Fall Season.

· Summer teams playing Fall baseball will retain their Summer rosters, with the exception of any players that do not desire to play Fall Baseball. 

· Fall teams will be formed based on the same rules as Summer baseball.

· If additional players are needed to fill in Summer team rosters, open roster spots will be made available to Fall-only and other interested players who attended the travel team tryouts, based on their rankings in the tryouts.

· In certain circumstances where sufficient numbers of Fall-only players attend a tryout, a “Fall-only Team” may be formed (i.e., a team comprised solely of players who do not participate in the Summer program, but wish to play Fall baseball). 

· The Fall season begins the first week in September and ends the third week in October.  Games are scheduled for Saturdays and Sundays only.  
Spring  Baseball

· We have a limited Spring Travel Baseball program.  The expectation is that there will be 1 U9 team, 1 U10 team, 1 U11 team and no U12 team.  (depending on league availability).
· The program is limited as there: is limited field availability in light of  all of the Spring sports, there is less league availability, as not to interfere with Rec Baseball and  not to interfere with the Summer Preseason and practice program. 

· For those who participate in Spring baseball, all parties agree that Rec baseball is the priority in terms of pitching and catching participation and in terms of all scheduling. 

· As there are limited teams, there is an expectation that not all players who try out will be placed on a team.

· As the Spring is very busy with multiple sports, and to avoid scheduling conflicts we ask that those that wish to participate in this program have no other scheduling commitments on Sunday afternoons.

· Spring teams will be formed based on the same rules and age parameters as Summer baseball.

· The program is only open to players who are not available to participate in the summer program.  (those who participate in Summer baseball are not able to play Spring Travel Baseball).
· The Spring Team might continue into the fall or be reconstituted in the fall based on the total number of players who have tried out for fall travel baseball.

· The Spring season run from mid April to Mid June (essentially piggy backing the timing of the Rec Season).  There are no weekly practices and teams will play double headers on Sundays only. 
There will be regular updates to this policy on our website.
Please contact us at Info@NCBSA.com 
if you have any questions or comments about the program.
Thank you,

NCBSA Board
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