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Dear Parents:

Players electing to participate in the New Castle Summer travel baseball program are expected to make a significant commitment to the program.  Our Summer teams play in the Westchester Putnam Baseball Association (WPBA) and the Summer season typically lasts for approximately six (6) weeks and includes between at least 18 to 20 games.  It is a short season, and players are expected to commit for the entire summer season including the playoffs. at the end of the season in August.  If a game is rained out it must be rescheduled and played.  If a game is forfeited, NCBSA will lose the town fee that is deposited with the league.  Therefore, if your child is interested in participating in the Summer travel team program, families should arrange their summer schedules so that the player is available for substantially all the games. 
Your child should not participate in this program if you expect that he or she will miss more than a few games due to other commitments or conflicts.  In particular, players on the travel team should not be attending sleep away camps or going away on vacation for any part of the summer travel season.  Such absences, even for one week, are very disruptive to the team, and are unfair to the other teammates, and especially to other boys who may have missed making the team during tryouts.  Families should be particularly cognizant of the schedule for the playoffs in early August and not plan vacations to occur until the season is completely over.  NCBSA understands that significant family commitments, such as weddings, and other unavoidable absences will arise on occasion.  However, parents should understand that such absences are equally disruptive and should be kept to an absolute minimum to enhance the experience of all the players on the team.
Players who are deemed to be in violation of this guideline may be asked to leave the team so that a substitute player who can make a full commitment to the program can be added.  In addition, any player seen to be in violation of this guideline may lose his eligibility to participate in the program next year.  If you have any questions about the application of this rule and your personal circumstances, please discuss with the coach as soon as possible.
The Summer travel teams participate in a highly competitive league.  It is important that players and parents understand that playing time, field positioning, substitutions and batting order are entirely at the coaches’ discretion.  The only requirements are WPBA rules governing minimum playing time for ages 9 through 11 (generally 2 innings in the field and 1 at bat per game).
All costs associated with the Summer Baseball program are paid for by each participating team.  Costs generally are approximately $200 per player, and cover WPBA fees, umpire fees, WPBA certified baseballs and other miscellaneous items.  In addition, a completely new uniform (hat, jersey, t-shirt, pants, sox, and a belt) will cost approximately an additional $100.
NCBSA thanks you for your interest, and look forward to your participation in our Summer travel program. 

Regards,

NCBSA Travel Baseball Committee

___________________________
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